Computers in the villages of Pilani

OneWorld South Asia organised a training programme for the villagers from Jherli and Ghumansar  Kalan Gram Panchayats of Pilani district in the state of Rajasthan. Total population to be covered under this project from these two panchayats would be around 10,500 . This is a small initiative to work closely with communities through active participation of panchayat pradhans.
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Selected men and women including youth, from six villages, namely, Ghumansar, Dharhar and Kulhariyan Kabas from Ghumansar Kalan Gram Panchayat and Jherli, Raila and Garinda from Jherli Gram Panchayat were trained on using three media tools, radio, internet and print media. These Ek Duniya fellows would use radio as a tool for disseminating knowledge on health and development through narrow casting. They will form listeners' clubs to listen to these programmes..

OneWorld South Asia is implementing its Advocacy Centre programme in these panchayats in association with Centre for Women’s Studies, Birla Institute of Technology, which has a mandate to work with the neighborhood villages for betterment of their lives.

Programme focuses primarily on four health related Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) . The project tries to provide a platform to communities to voice their concerns and also to make available health information to the villagers using a variety of media tools.
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Computers have been donated by the Centre for Women's studies for the use of villagers. Participants of the computer training workshop learned the basics of hardware and software and also typing in Hindi unicode font. Further they learned how to uplaod local stories on websites using content management systems and also how to share stories using open enrich software developed by OneWorld South Asia.

This project would entail the village volunteers to use Print, Radio and Internet media for their own empowerment and knowledge sharing in text and audio format. 

A community health software is also under development under this project which shall enable the villagers to keep their health records and maintain a community data on key health indicators for four health related MDGs. 
The organizers are encouraged to see the response from women from these villages to come forward and learn the computers and disseminate knowledge through radio by forming listeners clubs in their own villages.
