                                         Conference Programme

                             “The State of The Panchayats and The Way Forward”

                                              on 16-17-18 December 2005.

Venue: Hotel Le Meridien                                                                                                  
Day 2: Saturday, December 17, 2005 Open Session   Napoleon II
9:30 am – 10:15 am
Inaugural Session for the Plenary 
Chair:            Honourable Minister Sh. Mani Shankar Aiyar

                     Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India

Welcome:      B.S. Lalli 
                      Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India 

                               Statement of issues:        Suman Bery 
          Director-General, NCAER
                                                                      Ashutosh Varshney 
          Professor of Political Science, University of Michigan
10:15 am – 12:45 pm


          Plenary Session I 
            Panchayati Raj and Poverty Alleviation 






Chair:
          Honourable Minister Sh. Mani Shankar Aiyar

                      Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India
                         Opening statements:            Dilip Mookherjee 




          Professor of Economics, Boston University
                                                                      Indira Rajaraman 
          Senior Fellow, National Institute of Public Finance &Policy 

                                          Panellists:

                      V. Ramachandran
                      Former Vice-Chairman, State Planning Board, Kerala                                                      
                      Jean Dreze 
                      Honorary Professor, Delhi School of Economics
                                                                      Babu Mathew
                                                                      Country Director, Action Aid
                                                                      S.N.Tripathi 
                                                                      Secretary, Panchayati Raj, Govt. of Orissa.
                                                                      Ganesan Balachander Representative Ford Foundation
12:45 pm – 2:00 pm


          Lunch
2:00 pm – 4:30 pm


          Plenary Session II  
          Panchayati Raj – Participatory Planning and Public Goods
  



Chair:            Honourable Minister Sh. Mani Shankar Aiyar


          Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India
                          Opening statements:           V. Ramachandran






          Former Vice-Chairman, State Planning Board, Kerala

                                                                      Patrick Heller 
                                                                      Associate Professor of Sociology, Brown University

                                           Panellists:             

         

                                                                      Thomas Issac 
                                                                      Member of Legislative Assembly, Kerala


                                                          Vinod Vyasulu 
                                                                      Director, Centre for Budget and Policy Studies
                                                                      Dr.  G. Palanithurai 
                                                                      Coordinator, Gandigram Rural Institute, Tamil Nadu 

4.30 pm – 6.00 pm                        

 Valedictory Plenary Session
                                            Chair:                    Sh. M.S.Ahluwalia Dy. Chairman Planning Commission

                     Valedictory address:                    Sh Mani Shankar Aiyar 
              Minister, Panchayati Raj and Petroleum.
                            Vote of Thanks:                    Mohan Khanna






              Addl. Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India.

