OneWorld Radio Southeast Europe – online for [ex]change

OneWorld Radio Southeast Europe (SEE) provides online service of programmes exchange to radio stations in the region of Southeast Europe.  Besides local radio stations, users of this exchange are networks created by other radio initiatives. All of them use the website www.oneworld.net/radio/see to upload their programmes, making them available online, and to download audio for re-broadcast. Radio Refugee Network is one of the success stories of the OneWorld Radio SEE audio exchange. 

Radio Refugee Network [RRN], a project of the Danish Refugee Council, includes radio stations from Bosnia, Croatia, Yugoslavia and Kosovo. Once a month, every radio station from the network produces a half-hour programme about refugees that is re-broadcast by all the other radio stations in the network. 

Just few months ago, RRN stations used bus drivers as a courier service to send programmes tapes to each other. This was always challenging and sometimes even dangerous - there were cases of drivers facing police accusations of carrying suspicious propaganda material. The authorities were not the only problem.  Sometimes unfortunate and comic events disrupted the transport of tapes from one place to another. For example, last winter, one radio station from Croatia received a melted tape from a Bosnian station because the bus driver had put the tape on the dashboard of his vehicle where the heating was located. Physically transporting tapes often meant delays to the programmes being broadcast. 

Today, RRN is using OneWorld Radio SEE <www.oneworld.net/radio/see> for their programmes exchange. Not only do RRN radio stations no longer need to worry about heated buses, they can also access and re-broadcast each other’s programmes shortly after they are produced. 

OneWorld Radio SEE also has an online database of uploaded radio programmes. RRN programmes are archived and available for anyone with internet access to listen online. This is an important feature. During the wars in the Balkans many people fled to the countries of the West and became refugees. Even though many of them are now integrated into their new social environments, they still want to know what is happening at home.

Radio stations are enthusiastic about the benefits of internet based programme exchange. Gradski Radio from Osjek, Croatia, downloaded and re-broadcasted four programmes from the RRN – three of which were produced by Yugoslav radio stations. Tatjana, the journalist, told OneWorld how proud and happy she was that their listeners could hear Serbian on their radio programme for the first time since the war.

